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THE TERMLY NEWSLETTER OF THE GLASGOW ACADEMY

THAT’S WHAT!

any congratulations to Alice

M Ahn (S3), Lucy Aitchison
(S4), Jason Long (S3)

and Phillip Clarke (S4) who have

won the Scottish Final of the

Enterprising Maths Competition

2007.

The event is aimed at 14-15 year olds
to stimulate an interest in
mathematics and its application in
the wider world. Mary Teresa Fyfe,
who has run the competition for over
20 years, said: ‘We run the event to
help pupils see the value of maths
beyond the curriculum. Not only is
maths intellectually challenging, but
it is used in all aspects of our
everyday life, from bridge-building to
banking. The aim is that pupils and
their teachers leave the competition
with a renewed interest in the subject
and the opportunities that studying

i in Scotland. Congratulations
maths can offer.

to Glasgow Academy on their

Stewart Ritchie, President of the well-deserved win.’

Faculty of Actuaries, added: The The competition calls for both
Actuarial Profession is delighted to excellent teamwork and first-class
support the Enterprising Maths event  individual knowledge as teams

MoDERN sTUDIES TRIP MAKES HISTORY To0...

During the October week, 25 pupils from S5 and S6 embarked on an
ambitious and exciting trip to New York and Washington DC. The whirlwind
trip saw us taking in many of the famous sights and sounds of both cities
and even managing to do a little bit of celeb spotting along the way - Bono
and John Kerry to name only two. In New York, we visited the Museum of
the City, Central Park, Grand Central Station, the Statue of Liberty, Ellis
Island, the UN Headquarters and Top of the Rock and we watched The Color
Purple on Broadway. In DC, we took in the White House, the Capitol
Building, the Supreme Court, the Washington Monument, the Museum of the
American Indian, Arlington Cemetery and the Holocaust Museum. The trip
was a resounding success and, as well as learning a lot about the history of
America and its society today, everyone had a great time. Ms F Calder

B

(L to r] Phillip Clarke, Jason Long, Alice Ahn and Lucy Aitchison with the trophy

WHAT CAN YoU Do WITH MATHS? WIN COMPETITIONS,

N
\

compete in rounds of problem-solving
for the coveted Enterprising Maths
trophy. The win is a tremendous
achievement for the Academy team as
over 50 schools from all over the
country entered the competition.

In the Nick of Time’ (see page 5]

REGULAR GIVING FUND

e are delighted to report that the

Glasgow Academy Regular Giving
Fund - launched last term - has got off
to an excellent start with former pupils,
parents and staff all contributing to its
success. The aim of the Fund is to enable
us to undertake special projects not
normally within the scope of our budget.
A recording studio and improvements to
playgrounds at all three prep school sites
are only two such projects this year.
A full Donors’ Report will be published
later this year. If you would like more
information about ways to contribute,
please contact Malcolm McNaught in
the External Relations office.
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ACANENVNENENS

pemmmssi_a—)  SPANISH TRIP

uring our October week stay in Madrid, we did a lot of
D sightseeing and we visited places such as the Plaza De Toros
(bullring), the Reina Sofia art museum, the Bernabéu football
stadium, Atocha station with its Botanic Gardens, the Palace, the
Retiro Park, and had lots of opportunities to practise our Spanish.

The weather was great, a perfect temperature for all the walking we
had to do, and Hamish did a great job navigating us around the city.

We got a really good sense of the Madrid lifestyle and what the people
do on a daily basis and anything we wanted to buy we had to order

in Spanish, even at lunch, so it helped if you knew what you were
talking about. We thoroughly enjoyed the Madrid trip and we'll be
praying for another!

The Senior School party at the Plaza De Toros -
fortunately no toros were around the plaza at the time!

ROW, ROW, ROW, RAASAY
Yo U R B o AT I n September, S2 enjoyed their Raasay

Melanie Paterson (S3)
WELL DONE DAIRSIE!

experience - which has become a much-
enjoyed annual event.

Whilst staying in a 250-year-old mansion on
the beautiful island itself, they had the
y opportunity to take part in a range of outdoor
activities including kayaking, rock climbing,
abseiling and ‘coasteering’. Living and
[] working as part of a group brought its own
challenges and taught pupils important
lessons about teamwork whilst developing
their independence and interpersonal skills.

n Friday 16 November (Pudsey Day) the

Perhaps most important of all - immense fun
was had by all involved!

Henry, Sheona Shankland and Melanie

Macdonald who won Gold, Silver and Bronze
medals in the Glasgow Schools rowing
championships.

C ongratulations to (Lto r) Ruth Cranston, Laura

In December six members of the rowing
team raised over £5000 at a sponsored event
held at The Academy’s sports hall. They
were triplets Alasdair, Laura and Craig
Henry, along with Melanie Macdonald, Ruth
Cranston and Colin Gemmill, who between
them rowed 118 km in under two hours. The
money raised is going to the Gardner Trust -
a trust set up to help support Breeze
Gardner, a fatherless fourteen-year-old girl
whose mother has terminal cancer.

Kayaking with a difference at Raasay.

whole of Dairsie set off to Newlands Park...

Were they having a sedate walk? No! Dairsie P3
Enterprise had organised a sponsored jog for
Children in Need. At the end of the day there
were some very tired but happy children - and
teachers too! Congratulations to everyone on
raising the magnificent sum of £2032.

CHEMISTRY QUIZ

The Glasgow Academy team of Phillip Clarke
(S4), Simon Jones (S3) and William Watt (S2)
took part in the Royal Society of Chemistry Inter-
Schools Quiz at the Glasgow Science Centre on
Thursday 29 November 2007. After beating The
High School of Glasgow in the first round, they
were placed second to St Aloysius in the final
with a single point separating the teams.

GETTING TONGUE TIED FOR LANGUAGES DAY

The Prep School at Kelvinbridge decided to mark the occasion by

appointing Foreign Language Ambassadors of French, German, Spanish
and ltalian, each of whom wore a sash in the same colours as the flags of the
country they represented and had six phrases in the foreign language to
teach to younger pupils.

Wednesday 26 September was European Day for Languages 2007.

The main event was our Sponsored Vocabulary Drive, in aid of ‘Mary's Meals/,
one of many projects organised by Scottish International Relief, which aims
to provide children in less developed countries with a daily school meal for

a whole year.

For the Vocabulary Drive, Trans French were given booklets with 200 phrases.
Children revised these at home and, on the big day, they ‘tested” each other
as directed by Madame Laws.

Trans hope to have raised over £350 for ‘Mary's Meals’ but, in the meantime, e
have enjoyed learning vocabulary with a clear purpose in mind: helping others.

B

Atholl pupils celebrated European Languages day in style!\
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FIRSTTERM REPORT  RoTARY cLUB OF 6GLASGow PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION

ight pupils entered the heats and Seamus McGuigan and Cosmo Grant won through to the final of
the competition held at Glasgow Caledonian University.

From three prescribed topics, Seamus chose ‘From Land's End to John o’ Groats'; he is one of our most
promising speakers, growing in confidence in debating as well as public speaking, and he narrowly
missed out on the special prize awarded to a competitor from the S1 to S3 age-group. Cosmo opted for
‘What Affects Our Everyday Lives' and his speech on the incalculable benefits of infinity was, predictably,
full of wit and learning. His ability to entertain on an essentially serious topic is, | believe, ane of Cosmo’s
less well-recognised qualities; the judges and other members of the audience were in no doubt that they

had witnessed a special performance, fully deserving of first place.
VW Hadcroft

ent to Scotland seems like a long way - in
many ways it is and in many ways it isn't
when you're dealing with children.

The Academy Prep School children are still
lively, full of energy, enthusiastic, keen to know,
open and not afraid to ask the question that
adults wouldn't dare to ask, like children
everywhere. They have been very welcoming -
as all the adults have been too. They seem still
to be children, no.t I”UShmg inth adulthood and The Kelvinbridge wise men seem pretty pleased with
hence that little bit less knowing and | their visit. Meanwhile the Dairsie donkey plods on
sophisticated than some of those down south - with Mary and Joseph...

which is a real pleasure. They are teaching me

some new words, good ones | hasten to add,

and impressing me with their love of their

school. They are proud to be part of this

oxingscioo cammunty nmeryrsver FORGING A ‘LINK’ WITH THOSE LESS FORTUNATE

reflect the buzz that | sense in the city itself.

Our new building is a wonderful facility and a Recently, Mrs Adams’ English class read Stone Cold by Robert Swindells. In this novel, a teenage
reflection of the vision and energy that abounds boy called Link becomes one of the many homeless teenagers on the streets of London.

in The Academy. | know the children will gain a
huge amount when we move into it - which will
be soon. | look forward to that move and to
taking the whole Prep School forward in the
coming terms.

To enable the class better to empathise with Link’s situation, on Saturday 8 September 2007 nine
children and four teachers spent the night sleeping in cardboard boxes in the school playground.
Although this is by no means comparable to the horrific conditions that many homeless people have
to endure on a regular basis, it did help pupils to empathise with the homeless to a greater degree.
As the wind began to find its way through the various layers, everyone involved reflected on how lucky
they were not to have to sleep rough every night.

PUTT'NG TH EIR SCHOOL The class raised over £700 in aid of The Children’s Society, a charity chosen by the pupils for the

particular work that they do with young homeless people.
ON THE MAP

TEMPTED BY FAME AND THE PROMISE OF IMMORTALITY...

tholl children have been busy working on
their school travel plan this term.

In this photo they are marking where each child
lives with a view to organising a ‘walking bus’
for local children. They have also written to
Marks and Spencer to ask permission to use

their car park as their departure point for the ‘Disco Inferno’, this term'’s very successful musical produced by Miss MacLeod and Mrs Young, was
‘bus’ so that children from a wider area can the story of temptation and unexpected redemption. In this scene, the hero (Nicholas McAlpine) is
participate in this environmentally friendly - tempted by a mysterious and devilishly attractive manager (Caroline Muirhead). In the end, he

and healthy - initiative. realises that fame isn't all that attractive if you end up losing your soul.
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